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Franklin Van Buskirk Hahn was a physician and Millerite leader who was instrumental in the early formulation,

with O. R. L. Crosier (1820-1912) and Hiram Edson (1806-1882), in the study of the Seventh-day Adventist
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Church'’s sanctuary doctrine.

Early Life

Franklin B. Hahn was born to Philip, Jr. (1769-1846) and Mary “Maria” Van Buskirk (1774-1828) Hahn in 1809! He
married Maria N. Davies (1810-1896), an immigrant from Wales, and they had seven children: Mary (1833-1916),
Clara (1836-1914), Henrietta (1837-1842), Anna (1838-1921), Thomas (1842-1890), Franklin Davis (1843-1924),
and Emma Jane (1848-1937). He was the grandson of Captain Philip Hahn (1736-1821), who commanded a

company in the Sixth Battalion of the Pennsylvania militia (1777-1779) during the American Revolution.

Dr. Hahn was a member of the First Congregational Church of Canandaigua, New York (the town name came
from a major Seneca settlement named “Kanandarque” meaning “chosen spot”)? He served in a variety of local
civic positions, including as president of the Canandaigua village corporation? In 1842, he was listed as secretary

of the Ontario County, New York, Medical Society, and also served as a trustee of the society’s library*

Second Advent Message

In late 1843, Dr. Hahn rented a hall so that a young man he mentored, O. R. L. Crosier, could hold meetings.
Afterwards, they accepted the Second Advent message? During the heyday of the Millerite revival, Hahn's home
in Canandaigua (on the lakefront) was only about 15 miles southwest of Port Gibson, where Hiram Edson lived.
His home served as a meeting place for local Second Advent believers. On his property, August 20-28, 1844, a
campmeeting was held that included Joseph Marsh (1802-1863) and Elon Galusha (1790-1856).° As the meetings
concluded, Franklin and Maria were baptized in the nearby lake. Crosier as a young man had lost his father, an
Irish immigrant who had come to America a decade earlier, and then, by age seven he had also lost his mother.
Hahn and Edson had befriended Crosier as a youth in their community, and helped him as a prodigious Bible

student. At various times, they each took turns providing him with a place to live’

The Sanctuary Doctrine

During the winter of 1844-1845, the three intensely studied the sanctuary doctrine. It was at Dr. Hahn's home, as
they sought new light, that some of the group’s preliminary findings were written out. Afterwards, Hahn
supported the publication of The Day-Dawn, published locally at Canandaigua, New York, where they first

shared some of their new discoveries. Crosier provided the editing and Dr. Hahn raised funds and served as
publisher.? The March issue of the Day-Dawn, no longer extant, was republished on the last page of the Ontario
Messenger (March 26, 1845). In it they suggested an extended atonement by Jesus in the Most Holy Place in the
sanctuary in heaven. This not only explained the delay in Christ's return on October 22, 1844, but it preserved
their historicist framework as they continued to look for Christ's return. Apparently, the article was originally

written on “fifty foolscap pages” and eventually published in a special extra edition of theDay-Star (based in
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Cincinnati, Ohio) by Enoch Jacobs (1809-1894). One it was published, Edson and Hahn wrote: “We have
prayerfully examined the subject presented by Brother Crosier in the light of God's word, and are fully satisfied
it is meat in due season, and if properly examined and understood will settle many difficulties in the minds of

many brethren at this time.”

By June 1846, Hahn reported receiving a letter from James White!° Much later, in 1910, historian Arthur W.
Spalding (1877-1953) recalled that Joseph Bates presented his views about the seventh-day Sabbath to Crosier
and Hahn (presumably in 1846). While Crosier expressed caution, Hahn reportedly exclaimed: “That's the truth,”
and his wife, Maria, added, “It is the truth.”"" He wrote of his newfound faith and encouraged other readers of

The Day-Dawn to read what “Bro. Joseph Bates has written” giving “the scriptural evidence on the subject.”?

Final Years

By 1848, he reverted to the Sunday-keeping majority of Adventists.® Then in 1854, he was reported running a
drug store in Auburn, New York.'* In 1859, his name appears as living in Philadelphia, where he practiced
medicine.'® During the American Civil War, he served as the “surgeon in charge” on the steamerJohn Brook.'® By
January 1864, he was part of a committee in Philadelphia that recruited soldiers to fight for the Union!” Franklin
B. Hahn died October 8, 1866 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,'® and he is buried at West Avenue Cemetery in

Canandaigua, New York."
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