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Greg Hudson, D.Min. (Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan), is the senior pastor of the Georgia-Cumberland Academy church in Calhoun, Georgia. He

has worked as a registered nurse, and served as a pastor and academy chaplain in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Georgia.

Georgia-Cumberland Academy (GCA) is a co-educational high school in Calhoun, Georgia. The campus consists
of 510 acres that include an administration building, four classroom buildings, two dormitories, a
gymnasium/cafeteria complex, numerous other buildings, and faculty housing John L. Coble Elementary School
is located on GCA's campus. The high school has been owned and operated by theGeorgia-Cumberland
Conference (GCC) since it opened in 1965. GCA is accredited by Middle States Association (MSA), Georgia Private
School Accreditation Council (GAPSAC), and Adventist Accrediting Association (AAA)?

Hurlbutt Farms and School
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The Seventh-day Adventist message first reached the state of Georgia in the 1870s. The first Adventist
educational institution in the general vicinity was Graysville Academy in Graysville, Tennessee, almost 80 miles
to the north. Two separate church administrative entities, the Georgia Conference and the Cumberland

Conference, both formed in 1901. They combined in 1932 to create the Georgia-Cumberland Conference?

In 1908, Ellen White encouraged Emeline Hurlbutt (1843-1932) to begin a school. Emmeline lived in California
with her rancher husband, Nathaniel Hurlbutt (1841-1912) where they hoped to begin a school, but White
discouraged them from beginning a school on their ranch? After learning educational techniques fromE. A.
Sutherland (1865-1955) at the school in Madison, Tennessee, Emeline Hurlbutt purchased about 500 acres along
the Oostanala River in the small community of Reeves, Georgia, near Calhoun, to start a school and medical
facility, named the Hurlbutt Farm school, in order to reach people in the South. This acreage consisted of woods

and farmland.®

William G. (1888-1915) & Edith Gladys (1884-1972) Wilson described their visit to the site:

The people here [in Georgia] are church members as a rule. They go to church at least once a year, sometimes
oftener ... | wish you could accompany me to church and see all the men chewing tobacco, the minister not
excepted. The women do not chew in church, but use snuff freely at home. There is a 'fine' school at this place
where some of the more fortunate children attend. It usually runs nearly two months in the year. The lack of

education is a hindrance to the progress of the gospel®

Over 25 people traveled from California to help establish the Hurlbutt Farm and School. A church was
established in 1914, the same year the school began.” In 1915, Arthur W. Spalding (1877-1953) served as both

principal and pastor in Reeves.? The school continued sporadically.’

Scott School and Sanitarium

Shortly before Emmeline Hurlbutt's death in 1932, the property was given to the Laymen’s Foundation, an
organization that existed to aid self-supporting institutions across the south.’® The institution was renamed the
Scott School and Sanitarium in 1944, for Lida Funk Scott (1868-1945) who was instrumental in funding the facility
and who was heavily involved in the Laymen’s Foundation. 1n 1948, the sanitarium had 30 beds, along with a
ten-grade school and a dairy farm."" Two catastrophes following each other in quick succession led to the
closure of Scott School and Sanitarium. First Aubrey L. Williams (1927-1958), the general manager of the
institution, was electrocuted in a welding accident, and, shortly thereafter, in 1959, the farmhouse which

containted the boy's dorm on the second floor burned to the ground.
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For several years, Georgia-Cumberland Conference planned on starting a new boarding academy. In 1958, a
search was started for an appropriate property. In 1960, a Special Constituency session voted to purchase the
former Scott School.’? While several buildings were already on the property, many new buildings were needed,
including a new administration building, dormitories, and cafeteria® The project was overseen by Horace
Beckner (1911-2000), selected as director of church and institutional development for GCC. The construction
was managed by George Pearman, who previously managed building projects at Southern Missionary College

and Florida Hospital.'*

The formation of this new educational institution received support from across the conference. A contest was
held for young people to submit potential names for the new school, with the winner receiving a $100
scholarship to GCA."> On December 16, 1962, over 250 ministers and laymen planted over 200 dogwoods on the
campus, many of which are still growing today."® In 1964, church members saved and collected pennies to
donate toward the construction of the new music building. The so-called “Penny Campaign” resulted in so many
pennies donated that banks and financial institutions in Georgia reported a shortage of the copper coins. Over

3.3 million pennies, weighing approximately nine tons, were collected.”

GCA opened Monday, August 30, 1965, under the leadership of principal Edward Reifsnyder, with 166 students.
Several conference presidents were involved in the six-year process of creating this new school. The property
was purchased under the administration of conference president Nathaniel C. Wilson (1897-1992). A. C McKee
and Leroy J. Leiske led the construction, and the school opened during the presidency of Desmond Cummings
(d. 2004). The campus had seven newly constructed high school buildings, as well as an elementary school, farm

buildings, and faculty homes at the time of its opening.'®

GCA's instructional curriculum included a full range of educational opportunities, as well as industrial arts, a
working farm, and a fire-fighting squad for the county.”” Over the years, students participated in a variety of
industries in order to fund their education. In addition to on-campus jobs, students worked at Little Lake
Industries making wooden furniture; Sample Barn producing carpet samples; Grafe Stained Glass making
stained glass items, as well as many other places For a time, GCA's curriculum also included the possibility of

flight training at the school’s air strip. '

Music groups include a chorale, a select choir called Camerata, concert band, and an orchestra group called
Sinfonietta.?? In the 2010s, the school began the Magnify Worship program, training young people at GCA and

across the conference to lead praise and worship?

GCA has had many long-serving faculty, but the longest serving was Coach Wally Fox (1946-2021). He impacted
the lives of young people as a teacher at GCA for 43 years. His wife Mary Ellen served at GCA for 34 years?* The
longest serving principal was Greg Gerard, with a tenure running 20 years from 2002 to 2022, a time frame that

saw great growth and renovation at the school?°



A major addition to the campus took place in 2005 when a new church building was constructed. This church,
with a 500-seat sanctuary, fellowship hall, and classrooms, was built as a place for the church family and the
students to come together for worship but also was designed to train and equip GCA students to be leaders in
church.?® A major initiative to update the campus occurred fifty years after the school started. The “Continuing
the Mission” project ran from 2015-2020 and resulted in major new additions, including a new administration
building, classrooms, a student center, and a new cafeteria and athletic complex called the “Wally Fox Wellness

Center.””’

GCA has a current enrollment of about 300 students. Its motto is “To Know, To Love, To Serve,” while it
continues to look to the future. In 2024, fundraising and groundbreaking took place for the “Forward Together”
campaign, which will include renovations to the dorms, the music building and science labs, as well as campus

health services.?®

Principals

Edward Reifsnyder (1965-1968); W. A. Sowers (1968-1970); James Clizbe (1970-1973); L.C. Anderson (1973-1978);
D. Wayne McNutt (1978-1982); Cyril Connelly (1982-1988); Victor Kostenko (1988-1989); John Thomas (1989-
1998), Arnold Schnell (1998-1999), LaVona Gilham (Interim 1999), Fordyce Koenke (1999-2002); Greg Gerard
(2002-2022); Serge Gariepy (2022-present)

SOURCES
“Academy Fire Fighters Organized.” Southern Tidings. October 29, 1965.
“Academy Named.” Southern Tidings, May 23, 1962.

Baerg, Rebecca. “Georgia-Cumberland Academy Breaks Ground for New Church.”Southern Tidings, October

2004.
Branson, W. H. “Hurlbutt Farm Sanitarium.” Field Tidings, November 21, 1917.

DeGraw, M. Bessie. “Items Concerning the Self-Supporting School Work.”Southern Union Worker, November 30,

1913.
“Flight Instruction Norman ...." Southern Tidings, September 1982
“Georgia Cumberland Academy Officially Opened.” Southern Tidings, October 1, 1965.

Gerard, Nancy. “A Bold Vision for an Adventist Academy.” North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists,

March 17, 2021. Accessed July 19, 2024, https://www.nadadventist.org/news/bold-vision-adventist-academy.

Gerard, Nancy. “Georgia-Cumberland Academy Launches Forward Together Campaign with Groundbreaking.”

Southern Tidings, June 2024.


https://www.nadadventist.org/news/bold-vision-adventist-academy

Gerard, Nancy. “Magnify: GCA Holds First Praise and Worship Festival.” Georgia-Cumberland Conference,
December 4, 2014. Accessed July 22, 2024, https://www.gccsda.com/news/224.

Harold, Raymond. “Hurlbutt Farms and Scott Sanitarium.” Southern Tidings, October 20, 1948.

Hudson, Greg. “Georgia-Cumberland Conference.” Encyclopedia of Seventh-day Adventists, September 6, 2020.

Accessed July 19, 2024, https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=89CJ&highlight=georgia-cumberland

McFadden, Elizabeth and Ronald W. Spalding. A Fire in My Bones: A Biography of Arthur Whitefield Spalding.
Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press, 1979.

McKee, A. C. “Construction Begins.” Southern Tidings, January 3, 1962.

McKee, A. C. “The Georgia-Cumberland Academy.” Southern Tidings, November 8, 1961.

McKee, A. C. “New Conference Academy.” Southern Tidings, September 14, 1960.

“News Notes.” Southern Tidings, November 23, 1938.

“Notes from Georgia,” Echoes from The Field, December 11, 1912.

Platner, Elwyn. “Academy Dogwood Day.” Southern Tidings, January 16, 1963.

Priest, Ryan, and Ken Wetmore. “$2.1 Million Church for Teens Opens.”Southern Tidings, January 2006.

Sandborn, William. “An Abstract of the History of Madison College.” Ed.D. Dissertation, George Peabody College
for Teachers, 1953. https://centerforadventistresearch.org/madison/wp-

content/uploads/b14986632_a0001b.pdf.

Steele, Jodi. “GCA Experiencing Leadership Changes.” Georgia-Cumberland Conference, January 19, 2022.
Accessed July 22, 2024, https://www.gccsda.com/news/11366.

Steele, Jodi. “Wally and Mary Ellen Fox Retire After 43 Years at GCA.” Georgia-Cumberland Conference, June 7,
2018. Accessed July 22, 2024, https://www.gccsda.com/news/10876.

Sutherland, E. A. “Emeline Hurlbutt obituary.” ARH, September 29, 1932.
Turner, Henry. “Penny Campaign Great Success.” Southern Tidings, April 3, 1964.

“Who We Are,” Georgia-Cumberland Academy, 2024. Accessed July 22, 2024, https://gcasda.org/who-we-are.

NOTES

1. Georgia-Cumberland Academy. Student Handbook,” accessed May 27, 2026,

https://gcasda.org/storage/app/media/Future%20Students/Handbook%202023.pdf.


https://www.gccsda.com/news/224
https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=89CJ&highlight=georgia-cumberland
https://centerforadventistresearch.org/madison/wp-content/uploads/b14986632_a0001b.pdf
https://centerforadventistresearch.org/madison/wp-content/uploads/b14986632_a0001b.pdf
https://www.gccsda.com/news/11366
https://www.gccsda.com/news/10876
https://gcasda.org/who-we-are
https://gcasda.org/storage/app/media/Future%20Students/Handbook%202023.pdf

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

. “Who We Are,” Georgia-Cumberland Academy, 2024, accessed July 22, 2024, https://gcasda.org/who-we-are.

. Greg Hudson, “Georgia-Cumberland Conference,” Encyclopedia of Seventh-day Adventists, September 6, 2020,

https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=89CJ&highlight=georgia-cumberland.

. Ellen White to Mr. and Mrs. Hurlbutt, June 2, 1908, Lt 184, 1908; Ellen White to Elder and Mrs. Laird, Mr. and Mrs. Hurlbutt, and Mr. Black, July

9, 1911, Lt 52, 1911; Nathaniel Hurlbutt Obit., Ferndale Semi-Weekly Enterprise, December 31, 1912, 4.

. Although some sources attribute the purchase to Mr. Hurlbutt as well, he was already dead by 1914. “Our History,” Georgia-Cumberland

Academy, 2024, accessed July 22, 2024, https://gcasda.org/our-history; Emeline Hurlbutt Obit, ARH, September 29, 1932, 22; E. A. S., “Nashville
Agricultural and Normal Institute,” Southern Union Worker, July 20, 1911, 229; M. Bessie De Graw, “News from Nashville Agricultural and

Normal Institute,” Southern Union Worker, June 25, 1914, 1-2.

. “Notes from Georgia,” Echoes from The Field, December 11, 1912, 2.

. M. Bessie DeGraw, “Items Concerning the Self-Supporting School Work,” Southern Union Worker, November 30, 1913, 1.

. Elisabeth McFadden and Ronald W. Spalding, A Fire in My Bones: A Biography of Arthur Whitefield Spalding (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press,

1979), 92-93.

. See W. H. Branson, “Hurlbutt Farm Sanitarium,” Field Tidings, November 21, 1917, 1; and “News Notes,” Southern Tidings, November 23, 1938,

5.

Emeline Hurlbutt Obit., ARH, September 29, 1932, 22; William Sandborn, “An Abstract of the History of Madison College,” (Ed. D. Dissertation,
George Peabody College for Teachers, 1953), 103, https://centerforadventistresearch.org/madison/wp-

content/uploads/b14986632_a0001b.pdf.

Raymond Harold, “Hurlbutt Farms and Scott Sanitarium,” Southern Tidings, October 20, 1948, 17.

A. C. McKee, “New Conference Academy,” Southern Tidings, September 14, 1960, 9.

A. C. McKee, “The Georgia-Cumberland Academy,” Southern Tidings, November 8, 1961, 14.

A. C. McKee, “Construction Begins,” Southern Tidings, January 3, 1962, 21.

“Academy Named,” Southern Tidings,” May 23, 1962, 12.

Elwyn Platner, “Academy Dogwood Day,” Southern Tidings, January 16, 1963, 12.

Henry Turner, “Penny Campaign Great Success,” Southern Tidings, April 3, 1964, 12.


https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=89CJ&highlight=georgia-cumberland
https://gcasda.org/our-history
https://centerforadventistresearch.org/madison/wp-content/uploads/b14986632_a0001b.pdf
https://centerforadventistresearch.org/madison/wp-content/uploads/b14986632_a0001b.pdf

18. “Georgia Cumberland Academy Officially Opened,” Southern Tidings, October 1, 1965, 19.

19. “Academy Fire Fighters Organized,” Southern Tidings, October 29, 1965, 9.

20. Greg Hudson, personal knowledge from attending GCA 1988-89 and working at GCA 2002-2019.

21. “Flight Instruction Norman ....,” Southern Tidings, September, 1982, 23.

22. “Music and Fine Arts,” Georgia-Cumberland Academy, accessed July 22, 2024 https://gcasda.org/music-and-fine-arts.

23. Nancy Gerard, “Magnify: GCA Holds First Praise and Worship Festival,” Georgia-Cumberland Conference, December 4, 2014,

https://www.gccsda.com/news/224.

24. Jodi Herod Steele, “Wally and Mary Ellen Fox Retire After 43 Years at GCA,” Georgia-Cumberland Conference, June 7, 2018,

https://www.gccsda.com/news/10876.

25. Jodi Steele, “GCA Experiencing Leadership Changes,” Georgia-Cumberland Conference, January 19, 2022,

https://www.gccsda.com/news/11366.

26. Ryan Priest and Ken Wetmore, “$2.1 Million Church for Teens Opens,” Southern Tidings, January 2006, 13.

27. Nancy Gerard, “A Bold Vision for an Adventist Academy”, North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists, March 17, 2021,

https://www.nadadventist.org/news/bold-vision-adventist-academy.

28. Nancy Gerard, “Georgia-Cumberland Academy Launches “Forward Together Campaign with Groundbreaking,” Southern Tidings, June 2024, 9.

encyclopedia.adventist.org is an official website of the Seventh-day Adventist World Church

© 2020 General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 12501 Old Columbia Pike Silver Spring , MD 20904 USA 301-680-
6000


https://gcasda.org/music-and-fine-arts
https://www.gccsda.com/news/224
https://www.gccsda.com/news/10876
https://www.gccsda.com/news/11366
https://www.nadadventist.org/news/bold-vision-adventist-academy
http://adventist.org

