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Maurice Tieche was an Adventist educator, pastor,

author, and broadcaster from France.

Early Life

Maurice Tiéche was born March 5, 1895, in Nimes
(Gard), France, to Leon-Paul Tiéche (1867-1928) and
Rachel Cabanis. At the time of his birth his father
was serving as an evangelist for the Seventh-day

Adventist church in Nimes." He later became

president of the French-Swiss Conference (1903-

1907) then of the Latin Union (1907-1920)2

Maurice Tiéche.
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Maurice Tieche graduated from the University of

Paris (commonly referred to as La Sorbonne), where

he studied literature and philosophy. While there he also became interested in theology and education? In
addition, he did advanced studies in education at the Institute of the Sciences of Education in Geneva* On
October 16, 1918, Tieche married Nelly Amélie Delapres (August 18, 1895-June 21, 1968) in Nimes (Gard). They
had two sons, Paul Tieche (1919-1982) and Jacques Tieche.

Career as Administrator, Teacher, and Pastor

Tieche started his career as an officer of the French Conference in which he served as the secretary for two
years (1919-1920).°> At the same time he taught in the first French SDA school in Nimes, and he received an
invitation from the General Conference to spend a few months in America at the beginning of 1920 for the sake
of a special study of denominational school methods® The aim was to prepare him to take part in the new

school project that was expected to take place in the French field for the training of ministers’ He taught in the



school in Nimes for one year and was transferred in 1921 to the Latin Union Missionary School in Gland (Vaud),
Switzerland, where he served as school principal and also as teacher of history, theology, and literature?®

Concurrently, he was department director for Education and Missionary Volunteers for the Leman Conference?

At the end of 1921 the Latin Union Missionary School moved to Collonges-sous-Saléve (Haute-Savoie), France,
and was renamed Latin Union Training School (Séminaire Adventiste du Saléve).”” In the meantime, Tieche
continued to teach literature and pedagogy at the school and kept his administrative duties at the conference.
He remained in those positions until 1922. That year he was called to pastoral ministry and was assigned to a

church in Lille, France' which he pastored until 1924.2

In 1925 Tieche joined the North France Conference as department director of Missionary Volunteers. From that
year onwards he remained in administrative positions for about 35 years. During that time, he served in three
conferences and one union: North France Conference (1925-1931; 1947-1955), Leman Conference (1939-1945),
French Conference (1956-1959), and Franco-Belgian Union Conference (1937-1959). Tieche at times held the
following positions: executive committee member at the union level; department director of Education,
Missionary Volunteers (Adventist youth), Sabbath School, and Radio and Television, both at the conference and
the union levels. He played a significant role in the Youth department. After World War Il, he spent four years to
completely reorganize this department.’? Every summer he organized training camps for the youth in order to

strengthen the Adventist Youth movement in the Franco-Belgian territory.

Parallel to his administrative responsibilities, Tieche continued to be involved in pastoral ministry and then in
teaching. From 1927 to 1931 he pastored a church in Reims, France. During those years he became more
interested in the topic of youth education as well as the psychological and spiritual development of children. In
1931 he returned to the Séminaire Adventiste du Saléve as a Bible teacher and the director of the pedagogical
division." He continued to work at the seminary until he had issues with his eyes which forced him to quit his
teaching career in 1946."> Besides Bible, he later taught French, psychology, literature, and, among other things,

he also led for some time the “Normal Training Department™® (1941-1945) and the elementary school (1946).

Editor and Broadcaster

In addition to his career as administrator, teacher, and pastor, Tieche was also an editor and a broadcaster.
From 1924 to 1927, he edited La Revue Adventiste (ARH), the 16-page semimonthly church paper for the French-
speaking church members."” He participated in the production of a French young people’s paper, L’Ami des
Jeunes (The Friend of the Youth), intended for French-speaking and French-reading Missionary Volunteers
(Adventist Youth) around the world. He was selected to be the editor in chief of that eight-page monthly journal,

'8 and served in this position for three years (1930-1932).

Since education was one of his areas of expertise, the Franco-Belgian Union asked Tieche in 1949 to prepare

monthly educational radio talks to be used with the weekly broadcasts of the Voice of Hope which was heard



over Radio Luxembourg.”” He accepted the challenge and created what would become the great joy and passion
of his life: the educational broadcasts of the Voice of Hope® On January 1, 1950, the first broadcast was
presented, relayed by 24 national stations.?’ From that date until his death in 1959, Tieche was present on the
air every Sunday morning through his educational program?? During those nine years, an average of two million
people listened to his broadcast every week?® In addition to France, Switzerland, and Belgium, Tieche's
educational talks were broadcasted in other European countries, the Caribbean, and some French-speaking

countries in Africa, such as Senegal *

Tieche's educational broadcasts considered various problems of education, inspired by some features of
Christian education. In support of the broadcasts, he offered to his listeners a correspondence course on family
education which consisted of 20 lessons, each of them addressing an aspect of family life and the training of
children.?> He also created, together with Dr. E. SGissmann,?® the Family Education Center which aimed to assist
parents and future parents with the educational tasks incumbent upon them?’ Centers with this aim were
opened in many cities of France, including Paris and Angers. He supported them by presenting public lectures

on children’s education and the problems of youth and couples.

Death

Until his sudden death on August 17, 1959, Maurice Tieche was active in holding public lectures and dedicated
himself to literary and radio production. He died in Paris, France, at the age of 642 He was buried on August 21,

1959, in Collonges-sous-Saleve.?®

Contribution

Maurice Tieche was an important figure in the European French-speaking countries during the second and third
generations of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. He played a considerable role in strengthening the Adventist
Youth movement in these territories, and he contributed to the development of the Séminaire Adventiste du
Saleve. However, his legacy lies in the work he did to emphasize the principles of Christian education. The
conferences he presented on the topic were greatly appreciated. His educational broadcasts were not only a
powerful means of public advocacy for educational reform, but they also offered a weekly opportunity to reach
a class of people who otherwise would never listen to a Seventh-day Adventist evangelist:° Above all, Tieche

wrote many books dealing with the topic of family education?’
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