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Drusilla Orton Lamson and her family were early

Sabbatarian Adventists and active supporters of the

Adventist cause.

Early Life, Conversion, and

Marriage

Drusilla Orton was born in Dansville, New York, on

April 21, 1831, to 

.  As a child, she moved to

Rochester, New York, with her parents.  She and her family became Millerites and expected Jesus to come in

1844.
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Later, when James and Ellen White relocated to Rochester, Drusilla accepted the seventh-day Sabbath and

assisted them.  In 1856 Drusilla married Joseph Bradley Lamson (1829-1870), who had become an Adventist by

1848 and by 1854 had embraced the seventh-day Sabbath. Together they established their home on the west

side of Rochester in the town of Gates. They remained active Sabbatarian Adventists in Rochester and

supported J. N. Loughborough and James White when they held meetings there in late 1857 through early 1858.
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Drucilla Lamson, undated. Courtesy of the Review and Herald

Publishing Association Photographic Collection, General Conference

Archives. Shared by Ashlee Chism.

https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=A9X3&highlight=Orton,
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From 1862 to 1864 Joseph served as the first treasurer of the New York Conference.5

Supporting the Adventist Cause

Ellen and James White had a close relationship with the Lamsons. Ellen White wrote affectionally of Drusilla,

and James and Ellen White stayed in her home for part of December 1865.  During this visit, on December 25,

1865, Ellen White had a vision. While surrounded by the Lamsons, Drucilla’s parents (the Ortons), the

Loughboroughs, and other early believers who were praying for James White’s health, Ellen White received a

vision that Seventh-day Adventists should establish their own center for health treatments. The Lamsons

subsidized efforts by the church to do so by purchasing $50 of shares in the Western Health Reform Institute.
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The Lamsons were active supporters of the fledgling denomination. For example, they donated money to fund

the production of the 1863 prophecy chart.  Her father died under unclear circumstances in 1866.  Her

husband Joseph passed away from tuberculosis and typhoid at age 41, on January 22, 1870.  About a year

before his death, Joseph published a confession for the reproofs he received from Ellen White.
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As a widow, Drusilla continued her husband’s business selling graham flour.  In 1876 Drusilla moved to Battle

Creek where she served as matron of the . In 1878 she was praised for her talents and

faith in affliction as well as reprimanded by Ellen White for her conformity to the world especially in dress.  By

1883 she returned to Clifton Springs, New York, to assist as a matron there until she retired in 1896. In 1893, she

signed a published testimonial that during Ellen White’s 1854 vision, Drusilla had seen a doctor check White for

signs of breathing using a looking-glass and there had been “no sign of breath.”
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Battle Creek Sanitarium
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Later Years

In her later years, Drusilla lived with her daughter and her family. She passed away on January 5, 1919.

According to D. M. Canright, by 1889, she had “lost faith in the [Adventist] doctrine,” which suggests why perhaps

her obituary does not appear in any denominational publications. But her testimony about Ellen White’s vision

in 1893 leads to some doubts about Canright’s assertions or at least indicate that any loss of faith did not

necessarily last long. The timing of her death, in the middle of World War I and the influenza pandemic, which

disrupted much including the publication of obituaries in periodicals, may have caused her obituary not to

appear in an Adventist periodical.  She is buried in the family plot at Mt. Hope Cemetery in Rochester, New

York.
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