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William Henry Thurston, administrator, missionary, and literature evangelist, was born November 14, 1855, in
Kingston, Wisconsin, United States, and became one of the first missionaries to arrive in Brazil at the end of the
nineteenth century.? Thurston accepted the Adventist faith in 1880 at age 25, and soon afterward became elder
of the Hancock Church, Wisconsin, where he served until 18902 Thurston officially entered church employment
in 1890, when he accepted a call to be president of the Wisconsin Sabbath School Association and secretary of

the Wisconsin Conference literature evangelist program:

In 1887 he married his first wife, Christena McCallen (1863-1890), who three years later died from heart

problems.> Then in 1892 he married his second wife, Florence E. Strong (1869-1961), with whom he had four



children: Herbert, Millard Eugene, Clarence Fillmore, and Claud® In 1894 he accepted a request from the
General Conference Mission Board to serve as a self-supporting missionary in Brazil, together with Frank
Westphal, who would organize Adventist work in Argentina. On a Sunday evening, July 15, 1894, the Thurstons
and Westphals left Battle Creek on a train bound to New York! There they embarked on the S. S. Paris
steamship for Southampton, Britain, from where they sailed to South America on theS. S. Magdalena. On

August 12 the Thurstons disembarked in Rio de Janeiro®

William had brought with him two boxes of books and magazines published by the Review and Herald and
Pacific Press publishing houses. As the publications were in English and German with a few in Spanish, he
achieved little success in his sales, since the majority of the population had no knowledge of those languages?
Perceiving the need for material in Portuguese even though he had limited resources, in July of 1900 he edited
the first Adventist periodical in that language--O Arauto da Verdade, a translation of the Herald of Truth. Almeida
Marques Typography and Lithography printed the magazine in Rio de Janeiro.° Guilherme Stein, Jr., was
responsible for the translation and revision of the periodical, working in Thurston's home. There they started the

Brazilian Tract Society, the embryo for the Brazil Publishing House."

Also, in the city of Rio de Janeiro, Thurston contributed to the beginnings of the Méier church, located on Piauhy
Road no. 67, between the Cupertino road and the Cascadura train station. Pastors Thurston and Huldreich Graf
organized the church, the second in Brazil, on October 27, 1895."? During those early days Thurston experienced
many difficulties because, in addition to not speaking Portuguese, as a self-supporting missionary he depended
on his book sales to survive.'* In 1901, after seven years working in Brazil, he returned to the United States,
serving as president of the Lake Union Conference in Battle Creek, Michigan!* In 1903 he became president of
the Canadian Union, where he stayed until 1909. Afterwards he moved to Kansas, where he led that conference
for one year.’”” In 1910 he became president of the Wisconsin Conference.'® Five years later he accepted a call to
work in the Columbia Conference, where he pastored until 19237 Thurston passed away in his sleep August 25,

1924, at the Walla Walla Sanatorium in College Place.”®

Willian Henry Thurston was the first official missionary to work in Brazil, followed by Huldreich Graf and
Frederick Spies. Responsible for publishing the first Adventist periodical in the Portuguese language and for the
founding of the first tract society in the country, he, together with Graf, organized the second SDA church in

Brazil.
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