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The West Paraná Conference is an administrative unit of the Seventh-day Adventist Church located in the territory of
South Brazil Union Conference.
The West Paraná Conference (Associação Oeste Paranaense or AOP) is headquartered at 2364 Nereu Ramos
Street, Zip Code 85810-210, in the center city of Cascavel in the state of Paraná, Brazil. The total population in the
AOP geographic area includes 2,432,418 inhabitants with 15,516 Adventists spread across 111 organized churches.
The Conference missionary territory covers the entire western region of the state of Paraná from the city of Campo
Mourão to the city of Foz do Iguaçu, and from the city of Guaíra to the city of Pato Branco. In this region, the average
is one Adventist per 156 inhabitants. Presently, 28 cities in the territory have no Adventist Church presence. This area
also borders Argentina and Paraguay.1 This Conference territory is an extension of the 3rd Paraná plateau and is
located between the Guarani, Iguaçu, Paraná, and Piquiri rivers. The climate is humid subtropical mesothermal, with
hot summers, a few frosts, and no dry season.2
The AOP maintains seven institutions of the Adventist Educational Network with a total of 2,767 students. They are:
Cascavel Adventist Academy, in the city of Cascavel, with 583 students; Campo Mourão Adventist Academy, in
Campo Mourão, with 595 students; Foz do Iguaçu Adventist Academy, in Foz do Iguaçu, with 355 students; Guaíra
Adventist Academy, in Guaíra, with 319 students; Goioerê Adventist Academy, in Goioerê, with 196 students; and
Umuarama Adventist Academy, in Umuarama, with 719 students.3 The seventh academy was opened in the city of
Toledo in February 2020 with a capacity to accommodate 250 students.4
The Adventist Training and Recreation Center (Centro de Treinamento e Recreação da Igreja Adventista do Sétimo
Dia administrado pela Associação Rio Fluminense or CATRE) Cataratas also operates in the AOP territory. It is
located at Cataratas Avenue, km 16 in the Vila Carimã neighborhood in Foz do Iguaçu. Its structure consists of an
adult pool and a children’s pool, an auditorium with the capacity to hold up to 600 people, a sports area, an outdoor
gym, a camping area of 80,000 square meters, and 24 rooms for eight people each. It is located just three kilometers
away from the Iguaçu Falls National Park, one of the main tourist attractions in Paraná and Brazil.5 For the preaching
of the Gospel through the media, AOP has TV Novo Tempo [Hope Channel Brazil] on open channel in 24 cities in its
missionary field, with a potential reach of 1.5 million people.
West Paraná Conference has 496 servers, of whom 42 are pastors (30 district pastors, four chaplains, two
administrators, three department pastors, one evangelist, one auditor, and one coordinator for the Center of
Influence). The other staff members work at the administrative headquarters and in the Adventist Educational
Network.6

The Origin of the SDA Work in the Conference Territory
The native population of the territory currently covered by the AOP was made up of the Guarani, Guaicuru, and
Kaingang indigenous tribes. For their displacements, these indigenous people used the legendary “Peabiru path.”
This route of pre-Columbian origin, with an approximate length of 965 kilometers, started on the coast of São Vicente
(coastal city of the state of São Paulo) on the banks of the Paraná River and crossed the Tibagi, Ivaí, and Piquiri
rivers.7 It was exactly on this path that, in 1552, Álvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca, in the company of 250 men,8
discovered the Iguaçu Falls, nowadays considered one of the natural wonders of the world. In 1610, Jesuit Catholic
missions arrived in this region in the upper Paraná near Guaíra, a city bordering Paraguay.9
A total of three centuries had passed before the first Seventh-day Adventists arrived in the region during the first half
of the 20th century. The region itself remained unknown to the rest of the state and Brazil since it is very far from
them, being located close to the border with Argentina. Another difficulty in the evangelization of the territory was the
Contestado War10 in the 1910s, during which the entire region of western Paraná was involved, especially the cities of
Francisco Beltrão, Capanema, Pato Branco, and Clevelândia.11 As a result, the geographical boundaries of
southwestern Paraná and its cities were defined later. The conflict also generated a massive migration from the state
of Rio Grande do Sul to the western and southwestern regions of Paraná.
As time went by, this movement intensified, and some Adventist families came from Rio Grande do Sul. The Raspolt
family, for example, came from the city of Ijuí and settled in the city of Coronel Vivida in Paraná. The Raspolts were
the first Adventists in the city.12 In Campo Mourão, attorney Luís Losso “founded an urban center, which later became
the headquarters of the city of Campo Mourão,” in the early 1940s.13 Losso discovered the Adventist message
through canvasser14 Belarmino Pereira in the city of Guarapuava, where he lived. After finishing Bible studies, Luís
and his wife, Maria, were baptized in 1944 in Campo Mourão by Arnoldo Rutz, then the district pastor of Londrina.15
The route from the city of Mandaguari – where Pastor Rutz was – to Campo Mourão was travelled by horseback
riding, crossing open trails made by pig traders since there were no roads. He spent four days and three overnight
stays in the bush. Upon reaching his destination, Pastor Rutz was able to perform the baptism ceremony, and on
August 13th and 14th, he inaugurated the city’s first Adventist temple. The building was made of wood and had initially
been promised to the Catholic parish of the new city. This did not happen due to the conversion of Luís Losso. The
lawyer also donated funds to Butiá Adventist Academy (presently Paraná Adventist Academy – IAP) for the
construction of a chapel.16
Also in the 1940s, some Adventist pioneer families in regions of the state of Santa Catarina came to Paraná in search
of a more promising future.17 They settled in the city of Mamborê, where they built an Adventist temple that was
considered one of the most beautiful evangelical wooden temples in Paraná.18 Among the founders of this

congregation, the Zukowski and Gross families stand out. In 1955, other locations in western Paraná were reached
by the Adventist message. In the city of Cascavel, Brother Paulo Marquart had the opportunity to work with a group of
80 people, 60 of whom were already keeping the Sabbath including 13 who had already been baptized.19 In the
1960s, there was also a group of Sabbathkeepers in the city of Santa Terezinha. The work of preaching the Gospel
advanced in a surprising way, “something that resembles a miracle.”20
In 1975, in Foz do Iguaçu, evangelist Helmuth Ari Gomes carried out a series of meetings in a mobile tent. As a
result, nearly 100 people were baptized, so the construction of a temple in that city became urgent. The Adventist
population across the region continued to grow quickly and solidly over the following decades. Adventist families from
all regions of Paraná and Rio Grande do Sul settled in the western region of Paraná. New groups and congregations
emerged, and new temples were built.21
In parallel to this movement, the work of Adventist education was established in cities such as Umuarama, Cascavel,
Campo Mourão, Assis Chateaubriand, Goioerê, Francisco Beltrão, and Guaíra, as well as rural areas including Céu
Azul and Mamborê. Adventist parish schools in the cities of Cascavel and Assis Chateaubriand were the first in the
countryside of the state to implement the 5th grade in 1975, shortly after the creation of elementary school.22 Cascavel
Adventist Academy was at the forefront of intellectual and religious education. It had a library and a museum, and
80% of its students had completed the first year Bible daily readings during the previous year.23 By then, Cascavel
Academy had 500 students and was considered “reputable in the city.”24
During the 1980s, western Paraná had the full attention of Adventists in South America. That happened because, in
1983, the city of Foz do Iguaçu was the stage for the 1st South American Pathfinders Camporee25, which took place
from December 28, 1983, to January 4, 1984, near the Iguaçu Falls National Park. The Camporee was attended by
4,500 Pathfinders from the entire South American Division of the SDA as well as representatives from the InterAmerican and North American divisions.26
As of 1988, this region of the state, then served by Paraná Conference (presently the South Paraná Conference –
ASP), became part of the newly created North Paraná Conference (Associação Norte-Paranaense or ANP). The new
administrative unit started operating on January 2, 1989, and was headquartered in the city of Maringá, serving
17,584 Adventists in the northern and western regions of Paraná.27 Four years after its creation (1993), the field
already had 19,771 Adventists.28
During the 1990s, the Adventist Church continued to develop in the region, now with a special focus on the Global
Mission work.29 The goal was to take volunteer missionaries to cities where there was no Adventist presence, and
one of them was the city of Pato Branco. At the time (1994), the city, considered “capital of southwest Paraná,” was
the headquarters of a pastoral district with 14 municipalities, of which at least eight already had an Adventist
presence. There were 140 people baptized in Pato Branco and “fewer than fifteen members, on average, in the other
congregations.”30
Despite the challenges of preaching the Gospel in Global Mission regions, evangelistic efforts held in that territory
were very effective. From 1994 to 1995, Campo Mourão Adventist Academy developed an evangelistic work that
resulted in the formation of a group of Adventists with 10 people baptized and 20 others interested in knowing more
about the Adventist message. In parallel to this, Foz do Iguaçu Adventist Academy also carried out an evangelistic
series of meeting, and a congregation of 50 members was established in the neighbourhood of Jardim Petrópolis in
the city of Foz do Iguaçu.31 As a result of all the work carried out in this region, in January 2000, the state of Paraná
already had 50,268 Adventists (the number of the two Conferences added).32
The 2000s were a period of great development for the Adventist Church in Paraná. At the end of 2005, there were
already 65,733 Adventists across the state.33 Four years later, the number had risen to 72,372 members.34 Because
the numbers were constantly growing, South Brazil Union Conference asked the South American Division to
reorganize the missionary fields in Paraná. After studies were completed, the SAD approved the request, and so a
new administrative field was created--the Central Parana Conference (ACP), which was headquartered in Curitiba.35
With the establishment of a new administrative unit, the results continued to grow, and a few years later, the
possibility of creating new headquarters in the field of Paraná would be studied again.

The Conference Organizational History
Missionary work in Paraná went on, and after some studies and planning, the decision to create a new administrative
unit for the Church in the western region of the state was made. In compliance with the (União Sul-Brasileira or USB)
directive board resolution of July 24, 2012, the Denominational General Assembly of the Organization of West Paraná
Mission took place in the Central Adventist Church of Cascavel on November 18 of the same year, when they also
chose the leaders who would serve in this new field. With the vote no. 2012-143 of the South-American Division and
with the approval of the other higher organizations, and due to the splitting of the ANP, the West Paraná Mission was
created, and it was headquartered in Cascavel according to the vote no. 2012-057 of the Union.36 After this
reorganization, the new institution started its activities serving 12,400 Adventists who were distributed in 81
congregations among an estimated population of just over 2 million inhabitants.37
The first administrative staff of the West Paraná Mission included José Elias Zanotelli as president, Isaac Almeida as
secretary, and Eliezer dos Santos Almeida as treasurer.38 During the year of West Paraná Mission’s establishment,
the headquarters of the field was located on 1564 Pernambuco Street in the center of the city of Cascavel.39 As of
2015, the Mission headquarters moved to its current address at 2364 Nereu Ramos Street, also in the city center of

Cascavel.40 Among the working plans for the new mission, the main one was and still is the preaching of the Gospel
to all people in the scope of their missionary field in Paraná. The goal is to encourage engagement in the “Cada Um
Salvando Um” [“Each One Saving One”] vision through Communion, Relationship, and Mission. The mission of the
field is to lead each member to give everything for the mission in order to have a living Church that is proclaiming the
glory of a living God. It is in this direction that the various projects and actions of this administrative unit are oriented,
with the entire structure of the Church mobilized to keep advancing towards the fulfilment of this duty.41
As a result of the West Paraná Mission work, 6,000 people were baptized from 2013 until September 2016. In the
same period, nine new cities were reached within the scope of the Global Mission: Diamante do Sul, Iguatu, Maria
Helena, Missal, Quarto Centenário, Santa Izabel do Oeste, São João, Sertanópolis do Iguaçu, and Tupanssi. In
addition, 22 churches were organized, which had previously been groups, 29 new congregations emerged, and 26
temples were renovated, built, or expanded. Furthermore, 22 plots of land were purchased to build or expand
churches and academies, and CATRE Cataratas had its swimming pool renovated and their kitchen and cafeteria
modernized.42
One of the missionary initiatives developed by the Church in this region was the establishment of Centers of Influence.
43 One of them is Espaço Vida e Saúde [Life and Health Space] located at 3222 Paraná Avenue in the Cascavel city
center where courses and lectures are offered including Healthy Cooking, How to Stop Smoking in Five Days, Stress
Control, Hypertension Control, Healthy Habits, Emotional Intelligence, Physical Activity, and Women’s Health. From
this initiative, six Bible classes were created at the site with dozens of people interested in learning more about the
Gospel message. Some baptisms were a direct result of this work, showing in practice the validity of the method used
by Christ to attract and reach people. Another Center of Influence was opened in the city of Cascavel, this time to
work with Haitian refugees living in the city. In addition, a congregation was established next to the Center of
Influence so they could worship God in their own language and reach out to other Haitians who have not yet had an
experience with the Gospel of Christ.44
West Paraná Mission also made investments in training teachers and servers. For four years, 131 undergraduate and
graduate courses were subsidized, and several courses and systematic training were held through the Cooperative
University.45 The canvassing work46 also received special attention in 2016. That year, the field had 50 evangelist
canvassers arranged in two centers: The Specialized Canvassing Center (where each canvasser works in a
missionary district) with 20 professionals, and the Canvassing Training Center with 30 professionals. Furthermore,
this administrative unit received the collaboration and work of 496 student canvassers over a period of four years.47
As a result of the work carried out, in 2016, West Paraná Mission had 16,422 Adventists in 102 churches,48 which
made the USB form an Evaluation Board for the Mission change of status.49 On November 29, 2016, the change was
approved, and the field had its status changed to Conference. So, as of January 1, 2017, it was named West Paraná
Conference (AOP). Its headquarters remained at 2364 Nereu Ramos Street, its present address. So, there has been
no change in location. The growth of the Adventist work in the region and the resulting change in institutional status
show that the establishment of the AOP has helped greatly in reaching the population of that territory and has
contributed to the advancement of the Gospel.50
As of 2017, there have been several advances in infrastructure, mainly in the area of Adventist Education. Some of
these advances included the renovation, expansion, and purchase of land for the Foz do Iguaçu, Campo Mourão,
Cascavel, and Umuarama academies, the reopening of Umuarama Adventist Academy, and the inauguration of the
early childhood education building in Campo Mourão. Furthermore, land was acquired in the city of Toledo,
accompanied by the construction plan for the city’s Adventist academy in 2018. In the same year, CATRE Cataratas,
in Foz do Iguaçu, was renovated and expanded when a new auditorium with capacity for 600 people and a cafeteria
for 350 people were built. Finally, the Manoel Soares Educational Institute (Instituto Educacional Pr Manoel Soares
Or IEMS), which is supported by the AOP and the USB, inaugurated a church with a temple that has a capacity to
hold 600 people.51
In the first four months of 2019, a strong evangelistic activity began with the Sabbath School as the focus of this
initiative. The objective was to enable each Sabbath School teacher to act as a “sub-pastor.” Before implementing
this vision, the teacher’s main concern was to explain the lesson. Nowadays, the focus is to lead people to love God,
do His will, and fulfil the mission that He has assigned them. This is the reason for the frequent councils and annual
meetings with Sabbath School teachers from all over the field. As part of this work, the emphasis has been on
forming missionary pairs in the Action Units and encouraging each student to make a difference in the community
through the use of his or her gifts. With the focus on these practices, from 2014 to 2016, AOP quantified an average
growth of 36 percent in church attendance, 27 percent in relationship, and 28 percent in mission. Likewise,
communication is allied with the AOP in the work of preaching the Gospel. In the Conference field, there are 20 TV
Novo Tempo [Hope Channel Brazil] open channels. Important cities in the region were graced by this gift from God
and, due to this investment, the first fruits of this evangelism through television have already been reaped.52
In addition to these fronts, the Adventist Church in the region engages in intense social work through initiatives and
actions promoted by the SAD. One of them is the “Quebrando o Silêncio” [“Breaking the Silence”] project,53 which in
2018 had as its main theme suicide awareness. Throughout western Paraná, around 80 thousand materials,
including fliers and reviews for adults and children, were distributed during marches.54 In 2019, the Adventist
Educational Network was engaged in the “Setembro Amarelo” [“Yellow September”] campaign55, including holding
lectures on valuing life.56
Another missionary project fostered by the SAD that counts on the massive participation of the Adventist Church in

the AOP region is “Impacto Esperança” [“Hope Impact”].57 In the territory of South Brazil Union Conference (Paraná,
Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul) in 2019, about 3.2 million copies of the book “Esperança Para a Família”
[“Hope for the Family”] by Willie and Elaine Oliver were distributed. These books reached prominent cities in western
Paraná such as Cascavel and Foz do Iguaçu.58
All this intense missionary activity shows that, although it was recently organized, the West Paraná Conference has
been building a solid journey in missionary terms since its establishment. Through the years, it has been possible to
see the hand of God directing the course of this institution and, due to that, the SDA mission is being fulfilled in its
missionary territory. With divine blessing and the effort of the faithful who dedicate themselves each day to work on
this noble cause, it can be possible to bring the Gospel to every person in western Paraná. Adventists in this region
expect to keep being instruments to save and transform many lives for the kingdom of God.

Chronology of Administrative Leaders
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Presidents: José Elias Zanotelli (2012-2019); Sidnei Mendes (2019-Present).
Secretaries: Isaac de Almeida (2012-2015); Luiz Carlos Damasceno (2015-Present).
Treasurers: Eliezer dos Santos Almeida (2012-2016); Sávio Fernandes dos Santos (2016-2019); Edson Erthal (2020Present).60
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