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Gospel Sickle was a periodical published semi-monthly between February 1, 1886, and December 15, 1888, by

the Seventh-day Adventist Central Publishing House at Battle Creek, Michigan. A total of 72 issues were printed

during its three-volume run.



The Periodical

During the 1885 General Conference Session, it was decided to print a missionary paper that was smaller than

the Signs of the Times so that it would be cheaper to produce and could be distributed for free.  In the first

issue, , wrote:

1

George I. Butler

The Gospel Sickle is designed for sharp work. We intended it shall bristle all over with the pointed truths of the

last message. . . . We want this journal to be blazing hot with truth.2

The church leaders envisioned a paper that would be “filled with short, pointed articles on the live issues of the

day, and is tastefully made up.”  It was designed “to be used in ship and city missions.”3 4

The editorial committee initially included Uriah Smith, George I. Butler, Roy F. Cottrell, , and D. M.

Canright. The latter two defected from the church during the periodical’s short print run and were replaced by

 and . Editorial departments included “Notes and Comments, Doctrinal, Editorial, The

Field, The Theological World, and The Christian Life.” 

W. H. Littlejohn

G. W. Amadon G. W. Morse
5

The periodical’s publication coincided with a major denominational debate over the meaning of the law in

Galatians, and the periodical, rather than serving its original purpose as an evangelistic pamphlet, became the

loci of the debate. Although well-intended, Ellen White expressed concern over whether this publication was

needed.  White wrote to  and :6 A. T. Jones E. J. Waggoner

A pain comes to my heart every time I see the Sickle. . . . If there is a difference upon any parts of the

understanding of some particular passage of Scripture, then do not be with pen or voice making your

differences apparent and making a breach when there is no need of this.7

After the pivotal , especially as the editorial team consisted of those opposed

to Jones and Waggoner’s Christ-centered view of redemption, the periodical was discontinued. In the final issue,

the publisher offered that anyone who had an unexpired subscription to Gospel Sickle could get a refund or use

the balance to purchase other denominational books, pamphlets or subscriptions.

1888 General Conference Session

8

The three volumes of Gospel Sickle are scanned and accessible online.9
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