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Charlotte Simpson was a missionary nurse to China

in the early 1900’s. Her Chinese name was 和辛普生 (Pinyin hé

xīn pǔ sheng).

Charlotte was born on July 5, 1875, in Hooton

Roberts, Yorkshire, England, to Joseph Simpson

(1839-1909) and Harriet Kitson (1840-1912).1

Originally from Great Britain, she first emigrated to the United States around 1896, returning to England the

next year, and then returning to the United States on Dec. 17, 1901.  Afterward she worked at Dr. J. H. Kellogg’s

Chicago Branch Sanitarium called Life Boat Rest.
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Charlotte left with Drs. Arthur C. and Bertha L. Selmon and Harry W. and Maude T. Miller, along with fellow

nurse Carrie Ericksen (1876--1962), for China on October 5, 1903. They arrived in Shanghai on October 24, 1903.

Most of that first year was spent in language study with one of Pilquist’s early converts. After spending several

months among the Chinese in Honan, “learning ... their customs,” they decided to scatter. In a letter, Simpson

wrote:

We are all well and happy. We have many people who come to us for help. In fact, so many that we are unable

to help all of them. We are getting along very nicely with the Chinese language. Our only means of heating was

an oil cooking stove, and the oil is so expensive that we could not afford to burn it much. However, now we have

our floors put down and are burning charcoal. We put it in a pan and set it in the middle of the room, and in this

way it makes the room feel quite warm and comfortable. We have not yet become fully accustomed to living on

Chinese foods. We can buy rice and sweet potatoes here but are unable to get Irish potatoes or milk, except
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from the water buffalo or goats. They do not have cows here. Drs. Selmon and Miller wear the full Chinese

costume. We are all anxiously waiting until the time when we can get out and meet the people and help them.

The Chinese are very friendly toward us, and we all love them already.4

Simpson went with Carrie Ericksen to open a new dispensary in Sin-tsai. “We find that the medical work opens

the hearts of the people to the gospel,” she wrote, “and this is what we are working for, not that we may get the

praise, but that they may know that God is working through us, and that all praise is due Him.”  They faced a

number of significant challenges, not least of which was the fact that they were women treating the sick. “It

seems rather strange that, as the Chinese have such contempt for women, they are so willing to come to us for

treatment.”  Charlotte and Carrie decided that their primary focus would be:
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…among the women and girls. Surely this is one of the most important features of mission work, to reach the

mothers of growing families; but here in China it is the mothers-in-law we aim to reach; for they have entire

control, not only over their daughters-in-law but also their children, as well. Each week we hold two or three

meetings with the women at their homes; they know when to expect us, and we usually find a large number of

their friends and neighbors waiting for us.7

These two nurses thereby modeled a pattern of Bible women who through their efforts at educating women,

teaching them to read, visiting them in their homes, and even teaching them hymns would set an example for

subsequent women’s work in China.

Carrie and Charlotte were especially shaken when their good friend, Dr. Maude Miller, died on March 14, 1905.

They anointed her per the instruction of James, but God did not see fit to heal her. “We could not believe that

she would be taken from us.… Although we do not understand the reason, we know God’s ways are just and

above our ways.” They both noted, as they wrote her obituary, that the funeral was held in the room where they

learned Chinese, and she was buried in a Chinese dress and buried as was the custom in a small mound just

outside the city wall.8

In late 1906 she returned with Carrie back to the United States due to “broken health.”  They cited their isolation

that contributed to their discouragement, as well. They arrived on January 14, 1907, in Seattle, Washington.

Immediately afterward she stayed with Carrie’s family in Iowa. Eventually Charlotte and Carrie bought a home

together in Glendale, California, where they lived together.  She died on November 5, 1948.
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