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Hannah More (or Moore) was a missionary, a

teacher, and an early Seventh-day Adventist convert

(1866) whose tragic death helped prompt the church

to develop a more intentional approach to welfare

and hospitality.1

Early Life

More was born November 22, 1808, to Samuel (1771-1861) and Amy Whiton (1773-1853) More.  Her parents

were ardent Congregationalists who ran a farm in Union, Connecticut. An intelligent young woman, More

attended Nichols Academy and Monson Academy, where she developed a reputation as a serious Bible student.

The principal of Monson Academy affirmed that she had committed the entire New Testament to memory. She

later taught school in the region.
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Mission Service

At age 31, More petitioned the American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions (ABCFM) to send her as a

missionary to Native Americans in present-day Oklahoma. She arrived at Dwight Mission (near Vian, Oklahoma)

in early 1841.  As a teacher and preceptor, she spent the next six years as a missionary among the Cherokee3
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and Choctaw tribes, who had been forcibly removed by the United States government from their ancestral

homes and farms in the southeast part of the United States in what is known as the Trail of Tears. More learned

their languages, but was dismayed to discover that the tribes, like their white plantation owning counterparts,

enslaved black people and had brought their enslaved people with them to Oklahoma.

Afterwards, More spent two years teaching in Connecticut and New York (1848-1850) before sailing in 1850

under the sponsorship of the abolitionist American Missionary Association (AMA). From 1851 to 1857, More

worked in present-day Sierra Leone with repatriated Amistad survivors. These people had led a successful revolt

against enslavers onboard the Spanish ship Amistad, who had in violation of British and American trade

agreements transported captured Africans across the Atlantic Ocean. In the ensuring court case in the United

States, the enslaved Mendi people won their freedom, and some of them returned to Sierra Leone. More

learned the local language in order to serve as a teacher, preceptor, and preacher there.4

More returned to the United States in 1857, where she resumed teaching, attended lectures at Oberlin College,

and eventually was employed as the principal of the female seminary in Maxville, Kentucky. When it became

obvious that the United States was moving toward Civil War over the question of whether to end slavery or not,

in late 1860, More, an ardent abolitionist, decided that it was no longer safe to remain in Kentucky and began a

slow journey back north to her family in Connecticut.5

While in Connecticut, settling her father’s estate and trying to make arrangements to return to Africa as a

missionary, More attended a meeting where  (1833-1922) preached on Revelation 7:1-3,

describing the “four angels” holding back the winds of strife. In light of the ongoing war, this message resonated

deeply with her, especially its emphasis on sealing God’s people.
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Haskell later recalled their acquaintance, noting More’s strong interest in prophetic interpretation and history.

After studying Adventist teachings, More accepted the seventh-day Sabbath.  Correspondence with 

(c. 1812-1894) continued after More returned to Africa to work as an independent missionary at a series of

mission stations on Africa’s west coast. From Cape Palmas, Liberia, in January 1864, she wrote: “Your people may

now consider that you have whole hearted Seventh-day Adventists here, waiting with you for that blessed

appearing.”  She distributed Adventist literature across western Africa.
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More’s observance of a seventh-day Sabbath brought her into conflict with fellow missionaries. Due to this

opposition to her missionary endeavors and her declining health, she decided to return to the United States. By

1865, Uriah Smith (1832-1903) reported that she “has been thrown out of her employment as a missionary on

account of keeping the Sabbath.”  Years later,  (1835-1905) encountered a group of Sabbath-

keepers at the mouth of the Senegal River who traced their beliefs to More’s influence.
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In 1866, More returned to Boston and was baptized into the Seventh-day Adventist Church in South Lancaster,

Massachusetts. She was the first person recorded as baptized in the Village Seventh-day Adventist Church. She
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lived with the Haskells on an adjacent property. The following spring, she traveled to Battle Creek, Michigan,

expecting to find employment and housing among Adventists who knew her story but was unable to secure

either.

Death and Legacy

More eventually accepted an invitation to live with non-Adventists, a former mission colleague’s family, in

northwestern Michigan.  Although James (1821-1881) and Ellen White (1827-1915) made plans to assist her

return to Battle Creek, she fell ill and died on March 2, 1868. She is buried in East Leland Cemetery in Leland,

Michigan.
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Ellen White later lamented that the denomination had missed a significant opportunity in their treatment of

More. Ellen White wrote a rebuke to the church for not treating a returning missionary as they should. According

to White, the Adventist community had been indifferent to her needs and neglected her.  White described her

as having “died a martyr to the selfishness of a people who profess to be seeking for glory, honor, immortality,

and eternal life.”  Reflecting on later missionary efforts, she wrote in 1874: “Oh, how much we need our Hannah

More to aid us at this time in reaching other nations.”
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